
 

With, once again, many thanks to Wes Laford, KA1XR and his son Bob Laford, KA1DWM for the donation of a Kenwood TS-530S 

transceiver system. 

For new hams or those that have not been on HF and want to try it without taking the deep dive into expensive new gear, we 

have a fabulous radio for you to consider.  Even Technician Class operators can find this system of value as the solar cycle is 

coming up nicely and the FCC is considering opening up 80 and 40 meters phone privileges to Techs. 

The Mohawk ARC is offering the radio to our club members at a reasonable price that is greatly discounted from the recent 

eBay averages. The system consists of the transceiver, matching speaker, and matching antenna tuner. 

 The TS-530S Transceiver is a 100-Watt class medium level, WARC band SSB/CW radio.  The TS-530S is of solid-state 

design with exception of the transmitter driver and final tubes.  The transmitter requires re-tuning with significant 

frequency and/or band changes.  The cosmetic condition is 9.5 out of 10.  The receive audio is exceedingly pleasant and 

a joy to listen to.  The on-air transmit audio reports I have received have been described as “impressive,” keeping in 

mind the radio is SSB.  The radio also works well on CW.  Optional IF filters installed include the 1.8 kHz narrow SSB and 

270 Hz narrow CW filters.  The radio was quite dusty when received but it has cleaned up very nicely and looks almost 

new.  There are just two minor electrical issues that detract slightly from this forty-year-old radio’s new condition: 

o The RIT control is intermittent 

o The RF ATT control works when depressed, however, when released the button requires a little fidget to open 

up the receiver again. 

 The AT-230 Antenna Tuner is a 200-Watt class unit the tunes a wide range SWR up to 10:1 on antennae fed with coax 

or an end-584/7fed wire.  There is no BALUN in this tuner.  The tuner will display SWR, reflected and forward power on 

20 or 200 Watt ranges.  Cosmetically the unit is a 9.5 and electrically a 10. 

 The SP-230 speaker sounds wonderful and has an audio passband that is wider than the usual voice passband, however, 

there are three switchable filters used to tailor the audio to your liking or improving a received signal to noise ratio.  

The speaker also has two switchable inputs for connection to different radios as well as a quarter inch headphone jack. 

 Also included with the system is a Shure 444D Dynamic microphone.  The 444D is specifically made for ham radio 

applications and has a switchable HI/LOW impedance and a mic element mute bypass switch for VOX operation.  The 

mic came with a quarter inch jack that has been replaced with a four-pin jack to match the radio.  The only issue with 

the mic is the coiled cord will need replacement sometime in the future, as the Neoprene is starting to get a little dry. 

I have been using this radio several times daily over the past couple of weeks and I will be sad to see it leave my shack.  Until it 

is sold, I will continue to keep it in daily service for on-air demonstrations or if you would like to inspect or try out the radio 

before purchase.  

Tnx es 73, 

Paul, W1SEX   w1sex@arrl.net  
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